
 

 

Prayers for Worship 
 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 
where Your glory dwells.  In the multitude of Your tender 
mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 
worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, 
my God and Lord. Amen. 
 
Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to 
worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You 
would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so 
that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my 
only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.  Hear me for 
the sake of His name.  Amen. 
 
After worship 
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your 
presence and received both forgiveness for my many sins 
and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ.  I thank You 
for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith 
until, with all Your saints, I inherit eternal salvation; through 
Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 
For blessing on the Word 
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed.  Make 
it a word of power and peace to convert thosenot yet Your 
own and to confirm those who have come to saving faith.  
May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the 
heart to the lip, and from the lip to the life that, as You have 
promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for which 
You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen. 
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SCRIPTURE  QUOTATIONS are from The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version, copyright © 2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News 
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Created by Lu-
theran Service Builder © 2006, Concordia Publishing House. 

Litany    p. 249        
The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition 
ends so that the word "Lord" is sung simultaneously by both leader 
and congregation. 
 

  
Collect for Peace   p. 251 
   
Lord's Prayer   p. 251 
        
Benedicamus   p. 252 
 
Benediction   p. 252 

 
Closing Hymn:   701  Draw Us to Thee 

 

 

Stand and face the rear of the church 
 
Procession enters through Narthex and stops at rear door of 
nave. 

 

 
 
 

Procession moves to the center of the nave 
 

 

 
 

Procession moves to the front of the nave. 
 

 

 
 



 

 

Phos Hilaron    p. 244 
 

Thanksgiving for Light    p. 245 
 

Psalm 141    p. 245 
 

Hymn:  683  Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me 
 

 
Scripture Reading:  John 15:1-27 
 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in 
me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that 
does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you 
are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in 
me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the 
vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it 
is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If 
anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, 
that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. As the Fa-
ther has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep 
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father's commandments and abide in his love. These things I have 
spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
full. 
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you. Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his 
life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command 
you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know 
what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I 
have heard from my Father I have made known to you. You did not 
choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go 
and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you 
ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. These things I com-
mand you, so that you will love one another. 

 

 

“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated 
you. If you were of the world, the world would love you as its 
own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of 
the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word 
that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If 
they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my 
word, they will also keep yours. But all these things they will do to 
you on account of my name, because they do not know him who 
sent me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not 
have been guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their 
sin. Whoever hates me hates my Father also. If I had not done 
among them the works that no one else did, they would not be 
guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated both me and my 
Father. But the word that is written in their Law must be ful-
filled: ‘They hated me without a cause.’ 
“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the 
Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will 
bear witness about me. And you also will bear witness, because 
you have been with me from the beginning. 
 
     P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

 C Thanks be to God. 
 

 P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old         
  by the prophets. 

 C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His 
 Son. 

 
 
Sermon Hymn:  691  Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing 

 
Sermon  
 
Magnificat p. 248 
 
Offering 
         


